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Dear Pr88M18nt SprOulI.

The FiavyBepartaent,Sn eoopemt lon tith the War
Department and the AtoIuto=SXW GOWBISSiOII,i~ p?8P@iW
to send an expedition to BlklniAtollin the near fdw ~ .
tnvomgdo MY p09sibleMiw t 8= ●mh Of tho @Om bomb
explouions eonduot ed M@ a-umme~on the mganlms, the reefs

‘or the ielanQeI of the Atoll. Solentlstsof the U.8.@eolog%-
eal Survey, the FL* adl WildLlf* Servioe,me BatiorUUt
)4 UIWUSII, tho Untvgrsity of Washington, *tanZerd Uai7&*#%*~
~d the Soripps Xn8tltutionof Oeeanograpw ulll pa2W81p8t8
tn the axpedltlon. It as hoped to m out s ww’oug4p*
Inveut igatlon of several ●epeot u of the blol.ogy and geologY
of this lntereetlng and little knoun seglon. It 16 phnned \

that She expwlitlon will 1*SW &m DLego about the flr8t W
July and vill. bc at YMkinl for six weeks starting IS JuIY. #

13adlologloal mmaure5enta made m few woks after
the underwater burst laet mumer ehowed that very large aaounl
of radioactive watoritie had been aoaumulated by marine plant~
growing on the reef. !l’iwu plants form the bacio food 8UPP1Y
for the flab and marine Snvortebrateaof the atoll; theseanl-
aals also were found to be heaviLy ooatamlnated. Avalliblc
e~idenoe suggests that eonstihrable amounts of mdioaotivo
materlalu are still present. Pzemaably sufficient ttme has
now ●lapsed to bl%ng about at learnt part!.al aondltions of
equilibrium whioh My make possible quaatltativestudies of
the Prooesses Lnvolwd tn transfer and aooumlat~on of radlo-
aative ●bstanoeo from water and sediaent $0 the phnts and
henee to the animals. %uoh studies may be of great Smportame
h future ptinnlng for ●toiniodefeam. Moreovertthe Uusud
physiologyand environmental eondittoas of both the land and
the marine plants Of the ●toll eombineU titli the premme of
radioactive trauer 8ubetanoe8 in relatively large wmnte, MY
make potieible a un$quc eontrlbutlon to bash problems of pl~t
nutrition.

In order to insure the sttalnxaent of these SmpoX%IWt
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Bean Eutohsnao!l OA$WESFORF?ES7’AL

Wse4hin&m, 9. G. ‘“

Dmln StaffWl L. WarFen
Colhge of w!;ohe
l?nlvsr~it~ *f CWMfornia
Lee Angel*a, SalWWMa


